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the same genus ; the only difference being that the recent fruit has the in- 
terior surface of the pericarp somewhat in a state of induration, which is not 
perceptible in that of any of the fossil species ; although it may have been 
so to a considerable extent in their original state, before fossilization, with- 
out our being able, at this period, to determine such to have been the case 
with any degree of certainty. And when we take into consideration the 
great variation in different species in the degree of thickness of the bony 
endocarp of the nearly allied genus Cocos , we can scarcely consider this 
single discrepancy sufficient to remove the fossil from the recent genus. I 
have therefore thought it advisable to reject M. Adolphe Brongniart’s name 
of Pandanocarpum , and to apply that of Nipadites , as more expressive of 
their true relation to their recent analogues.” 

We may also remark, that several of the Cupressinites present a 
striking resemblance to the fruits of certain species of the Coniferous 
genus Callitris, principally confined to New Holland and Van Die- 
men's Land; and one, Cupressinites curtus (pi. x. fig. 20.), exhibits 
a close analogy with the fruits of Callitris quadrivalvis from Mount 
Atlas, being the only recent species in the Northern hemisphere. 

The author is entitled to great praise in undertaking the illustra- 
tion of one of the most difficult and important departments of fossil 
botany ; and we trust that he may be encouraged to continue his re- 
searches in a subject so replete with interest, and in the prosecution 
of which he has already displayed so much zeal and ability. 

British Entomology ; being Illustrations and Descriptions of the Ge- 
nera of Insects found in Great Britain and Ireland : containing 
coloured Figures from Nature of the most rare and beautiful species, 
and in many instances of the Plants upon which they are found . By 
John Curtis, Esq., F.L.S., Hon. M.A.S. Oxf., Acad. Imp. Georg. 
Florent. Soc., Acad. Sc. Pliilad. Corresp. In 16 vols. Royal 8vo. 
In recording the completion of a beautiful and valuable work 
which is the fruit of sixteen years' unremitting labour, devoted to it 
by one who has combined accurate scientific research with consum- 
mate skill as an artist, and has at the same time borne for that long 
period all the anxiety, risk, confinement, and labour of regular pub- 
lication, it is impossible not to enter with cordial interest into the 
feelings of the author, in his retrospect of what he has endeavoured, 
with the most laudable perseverance, to accomplish for natural his- 
tory. 

Mr.. Curtis reminds us in the Preface which accompanies the final 
Number, that his British Entomology was begun on New Year's 
day, 1824, and he felicitates himself in having been enabled to com- 
plete it in the time which he then anticipated. His original design 
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had been an Illustrated “ Genera of Insects but the vast increase 
of materials induced him, on commencing his work, to limit it to the 
Genera of British Insects. His views of the utility of such an un- 
dertaking are thus expressed : — 

“That the investigation of genera must be of the first importance cannot 
be denied, for without a knowledge of such groups, it is impossible for any 
one to gain a correct knowledge of species ; as well might a person expect 
to be able to write before he had learned the first rudiments of a language, 
or to solve a problem, being ignorant of the principles of mathematics. If 
this be admitted, it is unnecessary to dwell much upon the importance of 
having genera correctly investigated and described. This has been at- 
tempted in the present undertaking, and although I have selected the works 
of my lamented friend Latreille as a model, Nature has been my guide ; for 
with the exception of some of the caterpillars, living examples of which it 
was impossible to obtain, and a very few of the dissections, every figure has 
been drawn from the life or from preserved specimens, and the descriptions 
have been taken from actual investigations of the various parts of the 
animals.” 

As to system and arrangement, Mr. Curtis differs from those who 
have founded them solely upon one set of characters, employed al- 
most to the exclusion of all others ; alleging that, although in dif- 
ferent Orders their value essentially varies, “ a truly philosophic 
system must be based on all that are available, and which conse- 
quently must be derived from various sources.” 

With regard to the scope of his work, Mr. Curtis adds, 

“ I have studied to give one or more examples, sometimes amounting to 
forty of each family, never losing sight of the Linnaean and Fabrician genera, 
all of which, I believe, as far as native groups are concerned, have been 
illustrated, and also a very large portion of the genera of other eminent 
authors, especially of Latreille, Olivier, Schonlierr, Leach, Dejean, Graven- 
horst, Kirby, Jurine, Hubner, Treitschke, Germar, Fallen, Meigen, and 
most of the new and remarkable types that have been discovered during the 
last twenty years.” 

Mr. Curtis has called in the aid of Botany in order to give ad- 
ditional interest to his Plates, each of which contains, along with the 
insect which is the subject of it, the representation of a British plant, 
— often that upon which the insect is found. 

“ The value also of correct figures of wild specimens of our native plants 
to the entomologist, as well as the beauty which they must always give to 
a drawing, have made me very desirous to render this department as inter- 
esting and useful as I could; and through the generous contributions of nu- 
merous friends and my own exertions, I am happy to find that this portion 
of the work is not viewed with indifference, even by botanists.” 
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“ It was not from choice but necessity that the work was not pub- 
lished in Systematic order,” as it would have been impossible “ to 
command the requisite materials, so that the work should appear 
with strict regularity Mr. Curtis, however, observes, that 

t( one great advantage undoubtedly attended the miscellaneous plan 
adopted, namely, that a variety of orders wa3 monthly presented to the 
public, which led to their immediate attention, and thus families became 
the favourites of entomologists, which frequently had been up to that pe- 
riod totally neglected.” 

The work, however, being now completed, the requisites for a 
Systematical arrangement have been carefully supplied in the con- 
cluding Number, with which are given general systematical and 
alphabetical indexes both of the insects and plants ; and eight sepa- 
rate indexes, of the same kind, together with as many new Title- 
pages, in order that the work may be bound in eight instead of six- 
teen volumes. It is unnecessary for us to remark how much the 
utility and interest of the work will be increased when thus arranged. 

Mr. Curtis makes the following remarks upon the progress and 
execution of his labours : — 

“ Notwithstanding all difficulties, and they have neither been few nor 
trifling, I have devoted myself most assiduously to my task during its pro- 
gress, that no delay might take place in the accomplishment of an object 
which I considered would be for the benefit of science ; and for sixteen 
years my cabinets and library have been open to my friends and scientific 
men one day in each week, in the hope that my favourite pursuit would be 
thereby advanced ; and if they have gained information or derived advan- 
tage from this arrangement, I am well satisfied. This, however, caused so 
great a diminution of my time, that it would have taken upwards of twenty 
years to complete this work, without allowing any periods for relaxation, if 
I had not called in the aid of artists to assist me in the engravings ; I wish 
it, however, to be understood that the plates of several of the early volumes 
were for the greater part, and those of the last and a considerable por- 
tion of the fifteenth were entirely, my own engraving, and all the others 
were corrected and finished by myself; the drawings also are the efforts of 
my pencil, and the articles and descriptions are my own writing ; for any 
errors, therefore, I alone am accountable. That my labours have been well 
received by those who are impartial judges, I need only refer to the notices 
of Latreille, Burmeister, and many of my own countrymen. 

Before taking leave of those who have been interested in my undertaking 
for so many years, I would remark, that without the support of the influ- 
ential and wealthy, no illustrated work with numerous highly-finished en- 
gravings can, in this branch of natural history, leave any reward for the 
labours of the author, which are of course greatly increased when he com- 
bines the part of the artist with his more legitimate duty; and if in the 
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present instance I had been compelled to pay for the drawings and all the 
copper-plate engravings, it would have caused an additional expense of at 
least twenty shillings per volume to the purchaser.” 

“ If experience alone can teach us wisdom in the common affairs of life, 
with which we are familiar, how much more probable is it, that in the pro- 
gress of enterprises and speculations with which we are totally unacquainted, 
we should meet with disappointments, and often be taught a lesson we little 
expected ! such has been my fortune. — I had little idea of the large sum of 
money that would be required to carry on an illustrated publication, con- 
taining several hundreds of highly-finished coloured engravings ; of the in- 
cessant labour and anxiety which a periodical would entail upon me ; of 
numerous minor difficulties to which an author is exposed in the different 
stages of his work, and the little encouragement given to expensive works 
of art ; — these have rendered the British Entomology a heavy tax for many 
years, and I have only been encouraged in my progress, by a desire to fulfill 
my promise to the Subscribers, and with the prospect of making it generally 
useful to those who are engaged in scientific pursuits. I now trust that the 
attention which has been paid to every department will recommend this 
work to those who have withheld from purchasing it, from their avowed and 
just objection to taking publications in numbers; and as it will, I trust, be-> 
come the basis for a well-grounded knowledge of insects, I may anticipate 
some remuneration from other sources. It is also most earnestly hoped 
that those Subscribers who have discontinued taking the work, will now do 
me the justice to complete their copies, without which I must be subjected 
to great loss, and their own volumes will be of no value after a short pe- 
riod, as the stock is in the course of being perfected by reprinting the defi- 
cient parts.” 

We sincerely hope that the work, having been now brought to its 
completion, in a style of uniform and first-rate excellence as to its 
illustrations, and of the highest utility as regards the plan and exe- 
cution of the descriptive and scientific part, may ultimately be found 
not wholly to disappoint the just expectations of the author. 


PROCEEDINGS OF LEARNED SOCIETIES. 

MICROSCOPICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 

At a meeting of the Microscopical Society on Tuesday the 20th 
of May, Mr. Dairy mple read a paper upon the family of Closterina?, 
which have been classed by Ehrenberg* amongst the polygastric 
Infusoria, and by Meyen amongst Confervse or aquatic vegetables. 

The author, after detailing the history of Closterium from its 
discovery by Coste in 1774 down to the present time, entered into 
a detail of its appearance and general structure ; he described 
* See Ann. Nat. Hist. vol. ii. p. 121. 
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with which we are familiar, how much more probable is it, that in the pro- 
gress of enterprises and speculations with which we are totally unacquainted, 
we should meet with disappointments, and often be taught a lesson we little 
expected ! such has been my fortune. — I had little idea of the large sum of 
money that would be required to carry on an illustrated publication, con- 
taining several hundreds of highly-finished coloured engravings ; of the in- 
cessant labour and anxiety which a periodical would entail upon me ; of 
numerous minor difficulties to which an author is exposed in the different 
stages of his work, and the little encouragement given to expensive works 
of art ; — these have rendered the British Entomology a heavy tax for many 
years, and I have only been encouraged in my progress, by a desire to fulfill 
my promise to the Subscribers, and with the prospect of making it generally 
useful to those who are engaged in scientific pursuits. I now trust that the 
attention which has been paid to every department will recommend this 
work to those who have withheld from purchasing it, from their avowed and 
just objection to taking publications in numbers; and as it will, I trust, be-> 
come the basis for a well-grounded knowledge of insects, I may anticipate 
some remuneration from other sources. It is also most earnestly hoped 
that those Subscribers who have discontinued taking the work, will now do 
me the justice to complete their copies, without which I must be subjected 
to great loss, and their own volumes will be of no value after a short pe- 
riod, as the stock is in the course of being perfected by reprinting the defi- 
cient parts.” 

We sincerely hope that the work, having been now brought to its 
completion, in a style of uniform and first-rate excellence as to its 
illustrations, and of the highest utility as regards the plan and exe- 
cution of the descriptive and scientific part, may ultimately be found 
not wholly to disappoint the just expectations of the author. 
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At a meeting of the Microscopical Society on Tuesday the 20th 
of May, Mr. Dairy mple read a paper upon the family of Closterina?, 
which have been classed by Ehrenberg* amongst the polygastric 
Infusoria, and by Meyen amongst Confervse or aquatic vegetables. 

The author, after detailing the history of Closterium from its 
discovery by Coste in 1774 down to the present time, entered into 
a detail of its appearance and general structure ; he described 
* See Ann. Nat. Hist. vol. ii. p. 121. 


